
Tighten your belts and 
hang on – it looks like we are 

going to be in for a rough ride 
during the upcoming legislative 

session. The 2009 legislative session is a 
budget year, when the legislature and 

governor develop the state’s budget for 
the next two years. Unfortunately, all 
of the economic problems that have 

been occurring throughout the United 
States are having an impact on the State of Minnesota. 

Early projections by the state’s economic forecasters indicate that 
the State of Minnesota will be facing a potential 4 billion dollar 
deficit for the next two-year budget.  

It is difficult to know exactly how this will impact services for 
individuals with disabilities. However, we know that we will be 
asked to do our share to help reduce the projected budget deficit. 
This means that there will likely be tighter limits on new services, 
perhaps higher co-pays for clients and families, and possibly cuts 
in some services.  

Based on what we’ve seen of Minnesota’s politics over the past  
few years, we can anticipate that this will be a contentious time 
(probably not very “Minnesota nice”). It will be important for all 
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of us - consumers, families, 
advocates, and providers to pay 
attention and advocate for 
changes that will not have a 
significant negative impact on 
individuals with disabilities.

Providing residential and support services to persons with disabilities since 1971. December 2008

Legislative Outlook
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Since 1989, individuals served by DRCC 
have been able to enjoy this great Minnesota 
tradition at DRCC’s cabin on Island Lake. The 
property was part of Minnesota Power’s 
lakeshore leasing program. DRCC’s cabin was 
very nice, but “rustic” (meaning no indoor 
plumbing). Over the years many clients have 
taken advantage of the opportunity to get away 
from their everyday routines and enjoy the 
outdoor experience.   

Late last year Minnesota Power approached 
DRCC with the idea of moving to a new 
location. After much discussion and planning, 
DRCC entered into a new long-term lease 
agreement with MN Power for an undeveloped 
Island Lake parcel on Tomahawk Point. Plans 
were drawn up for a new cabin which would be 

accessible, 
have an 
indoor 
bathroom 
with a shower, two bedrooms,  
a kitchen and an enclosed porch area.  

The new cabin will make it possible for more of 
DRCC’s clients to enjoy the cabin experience. 
The rustic nature of the previous cabin made it 
too challenging for some individuals to access it.  

Construction got underway late in the summer – 
with DRCC’s three Duluth maintenance staff 
heading up the project. Great progress has been 
made and everyone is excited to begin creating 
new cabin memories next spring at the new 
location. 

Going to the Cabin -  
a wonderful Minnesota tradition
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Who Cares?.... U–Cares
U-Care, a Managed Care 
Program in Minnesota, recently 

awarded Carlton County Human 
Services $15,000.00 to award providers 

in Carlton County for the development of 
health and wellness programs.

The DRCC – Carlton Program that provides 
In Home Family Services in Carlton County 
was awarded a $2,000 grant. This grant has 
made it possible to purchase a pass to the Park 
Avenue Fitness Center in Cloquet, educational DVDs 
on healthy eating, a DVD player, and funds to 
purchase groceries for a cooking class that takes place 
once a week. Clients who were identified as individuals 

who could benefit from more 
education on healthy eating 
and exercise were asked if 
they wanted to participate 
in the program.

Each week the group gets 
together to plan and 
prepare a healthy meal, 

participate in an 
educational seminar pertaining to a topic 

involving food preparation and healthy eating as well 
as exercise. The group is enjoying their time together 
and feel that the program has already taught them new 
skills regarding making healthy choices.

Dick and Lori from DRCC-Woodland and Annette and 
Adam from LaVerne represented DRCC at the United 
Way Chili cook-off this year. The United Way supports  
31 non-profit agencies throughout the Northland. Many 
consumers and staff stopped by to lend their support.  
They didn’t win but had a great time representing DRCC.

17th Annual United Way 

Chili Cook-off

DRCC
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In early August several individuals from 
DRCC homes met for a swimming party at 
the Edgewater Resort and Waterpark. Staff and 
consumers from Jitney, Melrose, Triggs and 
Galere all came out on that Saturday 
afternoon. Everyone present had an 
opportunity to enjoy the lazy river, 

two different water slides and several pools and hot 
tubs. There was also a pool where one could shoot 
baskets and a hot tub that spins you around like a 

typhoon. The evening was capped off with a 
pizza party and some fun in the arcade. 
The people on duty at the venue were 
extremely accommodating.                                               

The Riverside River Rats and The Galere 
Glitter joined forces to take on the Triggs Tigers in 
the 2nd annual “Winner Take All Touch Football 
Throw Down”. The Tigers, hoping to avenge 
their defeat in the first game, fell behind early. 
The Glittery Rats jumped to a 6-1 touchdown 
lead in the first half, with all-star performances 
from many players. Corey Jeanetta, Tigers team 
captain, caused more problems for his team than 
good. He was penalized in the form of head 

referee Michelle Hooey’s silly string sprays. Later, 
when called upon to comment about the game, 
Jeanetta delivered a statement with suggestion of 
conspiracy, “Without question, the officiating was 
very poor and lopsided, there had to be someone 
making some payments to the referee.” The Tigers 
came out roaring in the second half, erasing the 5 

touchdown deficit 
in what seemed 
like only one 
scoring drive. The 
Tigers intercepted 
the ball the very 
next possession 
when Jeanetta, 
in Bush-league 
fashion, destroyed 
a player from 
Galere when 
she wasn’t even 
looking.  Lindsey 
Johnson the Tiger 
scored, and it 
looked dismal 

for the Riverside and Galere Squad. That’s when 
Tyler Mattsfield, from Bishop Woods, came in 
and scored a touchdown for the Glittery Rats when 
it was most needed. After a turnover on downs 
for the Tigers, wide receiver Katie Jorgensen from 
Galere caught a pass in the back of the end zone 
to give the Glittery Rats the victory and once 
again deny the competitive Tigers triumph. All 
the players showed good sportsmanship by having 
some hot dogs and pies at Galere afterwards. 

drcc sports page
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Employee 
Milestones
The work of DRCC is 
carried out by its many  
dedicated staff.  We are again recognizing 
employees who have reached a milestone 
anniversary between July 1, 2008 to 
December 31, 2008. Without exception, 
the following employees have shown a  
commitment to the people they work with 
- staff and clients, loyalty to DRCC,  
and a desire to make lives better.   

20 Years
Terri Koskinen (Fourteenth) started 
working for DRCC in 1988 as a 
part-time Program Implementor for 
the DRCC-Endion program. One 
year later, Terri took on the position 
of Program Coordinator at DRCC-
Fourteenth where she is currently 
the Program Director. Terri enjoys 
traveling, spending time with her 
family and friends, walking her dogs 
and her new hobby of knitting.   

Terri says that she is embracing 
being “middle-aged” and is  
looking forward to being a  
future AARP member.

Karen Stock (Triplex) has worked at 
DRCC-Triplex since 1988. Karen’s 
first title at DRCC was Program 
Implementor, but she soon became 
a Program Coordinator in 1989 
and has enjoyed the position ever 
since. Karen has a cat and a dog 
and enjoys spending time in the 
country, gardening and kayaking.

Doug Davis (Soft Hands) has 
worked at the DRCC-Soft Hands 
program since 1988.  He quickly 
moved from Program Implementor 
to Program Coordinator and 
is now serving as Program 
Director. Currently Doug is 
working on writing his second 
book on Wisconsin history after 
co-authoring and publishing his 
first book in 2003. When he is not 
working or writing, Doug makes 
time for his other hobbies which 
include kayaking and biking.

15 Years
We have one employee who reached  
her 15-year anniversary during the  
second half of 2008. 

Nina Ford - Melrose

10 Years
We also have several employees who 
reached their 10-year anniversary  
during the second half of 2008.

Susanne Burns 
LaVerne

Pam Hagenah 
Triplex

Deb Preshiren 
Aurora

Janet LaCasse 
Meridian

Patricia Trudeau 
Triplex

Ann Bleibaum 
Carlton

Employee Promotions
DRCC is very appreciative of our  staff and would like to recognize 
the  following employee promotions over the second half of 2008.

The following employees have been  
promoted to Program Director:

Pat Deignan – Riverside 
Stephanie McAdamis – Melrose 
Amber Fennessey - Manumit

The following employees have been  
promoted to Program Coordinator:

Conni Matthew – Melrose 
Kristin Gibbs – Rockridge 
Anders Hultstrom - Triggs

continued ...
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The guys from DRCC-Woodland 
submitted a proposal for money to 
have a dance at Woodland. The 
money was granted and the dance 

was a total success! This year they 
decided to have a Halloween theme. 

The money was used to purchase 
Halloween decorations and twelve five-dollar 

gift cards to give out as door prizes and a fifteen-
dollar gift certificate for the best costume. The door 
prizes were a huge hit and Loren Benson won for 
best costume. The Woodland guys hosted about 
thirty guests to good food and good music to dance 
the night away. Fun was had by all.

WooDlanD DanCE
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Golfing with the Stars Highlights
On August 22nd DRCC held its Ninth Annual “Golf with 
the Stars” fundraising event. This year’s event raised over 
$8,500. The proceeds are used to support the DRCC  
Grant Program that accepts grant requests from clients.

We are grateful to all those who attend and support this 
event each year. The success we have had over the years 
would not be possible if not for the generous support  
from sponsors, contributors and those who participate.

please Mark your calendars for 2009!   

our Tenth annual “Golf with the stars”  

will be held on friday, august 21, 2009.3

Thank You!
ActivStyle Inc.

Ahola, Peggy CPA

Anytime Fitness

API Electric Company

Appliance Connection

Architectural Resources Inc.

Ayres Associates

Bagley & Company

Beacon Bank

Benefit Advisors Inc.

Boldt Construction

Campbell's Do-It Best

Cartier Agency Inc.

Clearis Consulting

Coldwell Banker

  (East West Realty)

Corbin, David & Theresa

Curry Concrete Construction

Curtis Oil – Super America

DECC OmniMax Theater &
  William A. Irvin

Dougherty, Angela

Dougherty, Dan

DSGW Architects

Duluth Children’s Museum

Duluth Dodge, Suzuki,

  Mitsubishi

Dunbar Floral & Gifts

Ferguson, Mickey & Joe

Grand Casino Hinckley

Grand Casino Mille Lacs

Grandma's Restaurants

ICO

Johnson Brothers Furniture Co.

Johnson, Killen & Seiler, PA

Johnson Mertz Appliances

Kolar Auto World

Lake Superior Zoo

Licari, Larsen & Co., Ltd.

Magic Carpet Mart

Mancuso, Tony & Mariann

Mattsfield, Wes

MN Timberwolves

MN Twins

MN Vikings Football Club

MN Wild

Nemadji Golf Course

Nonprofits’ Insurance Agency

Nordic Waste Services Inc.

North Shore Scenic Railroad

Northern Business Products

Oliver Management Service

Oneida Realty Company

Perkins Family Restaurant & Bakery

PreferredOne

Ramberg, Dennis & Kari

RAM Mutual Insurance 

Reilly, George & Dadee

Rick’s 36 Automotive Service

Seidlemann, Thomas & Julie 

Sullivan Supply

Upper Lakes Foods Inc.

DRCC gratefully acknowledges the following 
businesses and individuals for their support.

A special thanks to this  
year’s committee members:  
Dennis Ramberg
Kent and Deb Oliver 
Tony Mancuso
Laura Weintraub  
Wes Mattsfield
Angela Dougherty



728 Garfield Avenue
duluth, Mn  55802-2634
(218) 722-8180

DRCC Board of Directors
Laura Weintraub, President
Nancy Lane, Vice President
Kent Oliver, Secretary/Treasurer
Laurie Mathews
Katie Bridges
Kathy Hanson
Wes Mattsfield
Alex Giuliani

The Duluth Regional Care Center is  
a private, non-profit organization.   
Services are paid with a combination  
of funds from St. Louis, Carlton, Cook,  
and Lake County Social Services, the  
State of Minnesota and the Federal  
Medicaid Program. 

Mission stateMent 

DRCC is a non-profit agency  

committed to providing quality services  

to individuals and families across  

the age and disability spectrum.


